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Inside out 
“Out of sight, out of mind” – this proverb is the

starting point of the project by Bartłomiej Homiński and

Michał Jezierski, two students from the Cracow Polytech-

nic. This is based on the fact that even the buildings that

are easily accessible to everyone often appear inaccessible

because they are hidden behind thick walls. The neighbo-

ring hall of the Aegidium is the best example of this: seen

from the road, it is impossible to guess what is inside it. By

way of contrast, the two students from Poland create urban

spaces that, although they are clearly defined, have boun-

daries that are transparent and perforated.

In their design, rue Jourdan, which once used to be de-

fined by the Hôtel des Monnaies, is now spatially deter-

mined by a building with an assembly hall, shops and a so-

cial center. It is a transparent two-storey building, and the

façade of the hall on the street side can even be moved to

one side for specific events. A cafeteria and snack bar

glazed on three sides on the corner between rue Jourdan

and rue de Moscou is a place to see and be seen in. It is

located on the visual axis of the Parvis, whose role of mar-

ket place will be given a new status. The architects also

propose a steel roof construction spanned with canvas that

extends into the rue Jourdan.

The architects use the terrain ascending from rue Jourdan

to rue de l’Hôtel des Monnaies to conceal the multipurpose

hall under a sloping roof designed as a park. Interlocking,

sloping green areas form a public park rising to rue Jour-

dan in the interior of the Carré de l’ancien Hôtel des Mon-

naies. The assembly hall cannot be seen from here, and

only the social center is visible as a single-storey pavilion

on the edge of rue Jourdan.

The residential buildings frame the park on the opposite

side like a brace. The access is in each case inserted as a

transparent volume between two buildings. The attractive

thing about the apartments is their exterior space, which

protrudes like a pier far out into the treetops. Thus persons

who are virtually, or completely, unable to leave their apart-

ment find themselves in the middle of the park and able to

participate in what is going on round them – a welcome

change from the conventional retracted loggias.

Professional presentation
In this project, accessibility has been interpreted not only

as a physical phenomenon, for the apartments are also men-

tally accessible, providing views from the inside to the out-

side and from the outside to the inside, thereby overcom-

ing the radical separation of solid walls. The residents are

actors in a public spectacle. But the completely glazed as-

sembly hall in the rue Jourdan also invites people to come

in and take part in the social life of the neighborhood. The

jury liked this principle of accessibility; in particular, they

appreciated the innovative contributions to the apartments

and the fine details such as the balconies in the trees: “It

must be a real pleasure for elderly people to sit in the trees

over the public park and chat with their neighbors,” said

the jury, and added “The project is rich in content, con-

sistent and well carried through.” •
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The design blurs the dividing line between inside and outside in the in-
terests of communication between the residents. In the case of the resi-
dential building, they introduce an architectural innovation: balconies in
the trees. A rich and varied project, professionally presented.
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1 The building with a hall, shops and social
center is located in rue Jourdan. The 
terraced park lies behind it.

2 The residential buildings frame the park
like a brace. Long balconies extend into 
the trees and form a pleasant exterior area
to the apartments.

3 A construction spanned with canvas pro-
tects the market from sun and rain.

4-5 A hall and shops are placed on the level
of rue Jourdan, with a covered garage 
inserted into the slope. The social center
and the apartments are one storey higher
up, on the level of the park.

6-8 The apartments are all differently de-
signed. Balconies encourage communication.
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